
HCS 2nd Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map 
 

Unit & 
Timeline Standards/Focus Topics Key Vocabulary Compelling Questions/Learning Targets Comments 

Rules and 
our 

Communit
y 
 

August / 
September 

  

 2.C.RR.1 Describe the importance of civic 
participation. 
 
2.C.RR.2 Compare the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens in North America. 
 

2.C.CP.1 Explain the need for civic and 
political structures in North America. 

 
2.C.CV.1 Evaluate how civic virtues guide 
governments, societies and communities. 

 
2.C.CV.2 Evaluate how democratic 

principles guide governments, societies and 
communities. 

 
2.C.PR.1 Describe how societies changed 

and continue to change through processes, 
rules and laws in North America. 

 
2.I.Q.1 Ask compelling questions about 
communities found in North America. 

 
2.I.Q.2 Identify supporting questions that 
help answer compelling questions about 

communities found in North America. 

Citizen 
Maps  
Globe 

Cooperation 
Community 

Location 

Why do we need rules and laws? 
 
What is a community? How do we 
participate in a community? How does 
an uninvolved citizen affect a 
community? 
 
What are the rights and responsibilities 
of citizens and why is this important in a 
community and in a nation? 
 
Why is the structure of government 
important? How does it help citizens 
and how can it hurt? 
 
What is democracy? How does it affect 
your life as a citizen? How would your 
life change if we didn’t live in a 
democratic nation? 
 
How does democracy establish justice, 
create order, and meet the needs of its 
citizens? 
 
 
How have rules and laws evoked change 
in past societies? How have our laws in 
Kentucky changed our communities?  
 
 
 
 

Students can reflect on 
attitudes and beliefs 
about existing rules. 

 
 

Modern  civilization: 
Attend public meetings, 
vote, participate in the 
election  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Citizenship 
in North 
America   

 
October / 
November 

2.C.CP.1 Explain the need for civic and 
political structures in North America. 

 
2.C.CP.2 Explain that the functions of 

effective government are to create order, 
establish justice and meet the needs of 

their citizens. 
 

2.C.CV.1 Evaluate how civic virtues guide 
governments, societies and communities. 

 
2.C.RR.1 Describe the importance of civic 
participation. 

Citizenship 
Law 

Justice 
Government 

Voting 
Election 
Rights 

Representative
s 

Democracy 
Leadership 

Culture 
Virtues 
Society 

How does leadership affect government 
and the citizens it serves? 
 
How do good leaders learn about the 
needs of their citizens?  
 
If you were a Government leader what 
would you suggest to help create order 
and establish justice in a community? 
 
What characteristics or virtues are 
important when guiding a government, 
society or community? 

Modern  civilization: 
Attend public meetings, 
vote, participate in the 
election  

Economics 
 

December 

2.E.MI.1 Describe how examples of capital, 
human, and natural resources are related to 

goods and services. 
 

2.E.MI.2 Describe how people are both 
producers and consumers 

 
2.E.MA.1 Identify the cost of everyday, 

common goods.  
 

2.E.MA.2 Explain the role of prices in an 
economic market 

 
2.E.ST.1 Explain why people specialize in the 

production of goods and services. 
 

2.E.IC.1 Categorize different limited 
resources as renewable and non-renewable 

resources. 
 

2.E.KE.1 Provide examples of each of the 
factors of production in Kentucky. 

Capital 
Resources 

Natural 
Resources 

Goods 
Services 

Producers 
Consumers 

Cost 
Needs 
Wants 

Production 
Economic 

Market 
Price 

Renewable 
Non-renewable 

Trade 
Save 

Scarce 
Factory 

Entrepreneur  

How does a person’s location affect 
their resources?  
 
How does the need for resources unite 
and divide a community or a nation? 
 
Describe the relationship between 
producers and consumers in a 
community.  
 
How can a citizen be both a producer 
and a consumer? 
 
How does supply and demand affect 
cost? 
 
What supports or hinders production of 
goods and services? 
 
Why might a citizen seek someone who 
specializes in a particular good or 
service? 

Store/Selling Unit 

https://cardinalforestes.fcps.edu/features/second-grade-economics-project-based-learning


Labor 
Profit 

 
  

 
Are citizens responsible for protecting 
non-renewable resources? Why or why 
not?  
 
How does the desire for resources bring 
a community together?  
 
What factors affect the production of 
Kentucky goods and services in various 
areas throughout our state? 
 

History 
 

January / 
February 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.H.CH.1 Identify and compare the diverse 
North American cultural groups of the past 

and today. 
 

2.H.CE.1 Describe events in North America 
shaped by multiple cause and effect 

relationships 
 

2.H.CE.2 Describe the events and 
innovations that had effects on North 

America. 
 

2.H.CO.1 Describe events in North America 
that illustrate how people from diverse 

cultural groups attempted to work through 
conflicts to solve a problem. 

cultural 
diversity 

community 
state 

diversity 
innovation 
indigenous 
agriculture 
civilization 
nomadic 

interaction 
exploration 
continent 

navigational 
technology 

domestication 
society 
conflict 

 
 

Considering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. or 
another historical figure how might your 
life look different without their 
leadership and impact? 
 
Consider a monumental historical figure 
from our history. How did their 
innovative thinking shape the future of 
communities and the lives of citizens? 
 
Describe a time when an individual or 
group of people were working toward a 
common goal to impact their 
community.  
 
During a time of hardship in North 
American history, explain how diverse 
cultural groups worked together to find 
a solution to their current problem. 
 
How are events in North America 
shaped by multiple cause and effect 
relationships?  
 

 



What events and innovations have had 
an impact on North America? 
 
How did events in North America 
directly impact Kentucky? 
 
How are today’s diverse North American 
culture groups similar to the past? 

Geography 
 

March 

2.G.MM.1 Explain patterns of human 
settlement in North 

America. 
 

2.G.HI.1 Compare the ways various cultural 
groups 

connect and interact within North America. 
 

2.G.HE.1 Explain ways human activities 
impact the 

physical environment of North America. 
 

2.G.GR.1 Examine geographic features of 
places in North 

America, using a variety of geographic data, 
including 

maps, photos and other geographic tools. 
 

2.G.KGE.1 Analyze reasons for similarities 
and differences 

in the settlement patterns of North America 
and 

Kentucky. 

Settlement 
Culture 

Environment 
Trade 
desert 
forest 
lake  

mountain 
hill 

island 
gulf 

valley 
river 
plain 

peninsula 
ocean 
map 

compass rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What different groups of people lived in 
North America? 
 
Why did groups of people settle where 
they did? 
 
How did early people in North America 
use their environment to meet their 
needs? 
 
What do origin stories show about 
people who lived in North America? 
 
How and why did early people move 
around? 
 
Who were the first people who lived in 
the United States? 
 
What other groups came to the United 
States? 
 
How has people’s use of the 
environment changed over time? 
 
 
 
 

Performance task:  How 
does where someone 

lives define them? 



Kentucky 
 

April /May 

2.H.CH.1. Identify and compare the diverse 
North American cultural groups of the past 

and today? 
 

2.G.KGE.1.  Analyze reasons for similarities 
and differences in the settlement patterns 

of North America and Kentucky. 
 

2.E.KE.1 Provide examples of each of the 
factors of production in Kentucky. 

 
2.H.CH.1  Identify and compare the diverse 
North American cultural groups of the past 

and today? 
 

2.C.KGO.1 Describe Kentucky’s laws change 
over time. 

 
2.I.CC.3 Identify ways to civically engage in 

Kentucky. 
 

2.I.CC.4 Use listening and consensus-
building procedures to discuss how to take 
action in the local community  or Kentucky.  

 
2.H.KH.1 Explain how events in North 

America impacted Kentucky. 
 

2.G.KGE.1 Analyze reasons for similarities 
and differences in the settlement patterns 

of North America and Kentucky. 
 

2.E.KE.1 Provide examples of each of the 
factors of production in Kentucky. 

State 
Community 

Symbols 
Louisville 

Ohio River 
Ohio Falls 
Mississippi 
River Valley 

Source 
American 

Indian 
Mississippian 

mound culture 
Government 

Public Meetings 
Land 
Labor 

Capital 
Coal 

Commonwealth 

Who were the first people who lived in 
Kentucky? 
What other groups came to Kentucky? 
 
How has Kentucky culture changed over 
time?  
 
How have Kentucky’s laws changed our 
community? 
 
How did Kentucky’s physical 
environment shape the community? 
 
How has trade in Kentucky changed over 
time? 
(ie tobacco vs hemp) 

Derby Museum  

 
 


